Press Release
NGOs and MEPs welcome New European Parliament guidelines to prevent that organisations and
citizens helping migrants and refugees are criminalised and punished
“We Are a Welcoming Europe” European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) and MEPs both work towards a
Europe where individuals and NGOs can uphold their right to provide humanitarian assistance to
refugees and migrants. The European Parliament Resolution on Guidelines for Member States to
prevent humanitarian assistance from being criminalised is a welcomed step.
The escalation of sanctions and intimidation of humanitarian workers, volunteers and civil society
organisations and citizens that help migrants and refugees is becoming an alarming trend across
Europe. Member States that do not differentiate between, smuggling in human beings or facilitation
of irregular entry or stay and humanitarian assistance are putting ordinary citizens and actors that
merely offer support to those in need at risk to become victims of widespread criminalisation.
This week, MEPs called on the Commission, both in a plenary debate and through a resolution voted
on Thursday to urgently put forward guidelines for Member States to prevent humanitarian assistance
from being criminalised. These guidelines would bring clarity and uniformity of implementation of the
current legislation by specifying which forms of facilitation should not be criminalised by Member
States.
The current legislation, the so called 2002 ‘Facilitation Directive’, requests Member States to adopt
sanctions for persons who assist with irregular entry or irregular residence. The Directive provides,
however, for an exemption if the assistance is humanitarian in nature. Today, only a quarter of the EU
Member States have transposed this exemption clause into national legislation.
This European Parliament resolution is very timely – in the last month, Italy closed its ports to NGO
boats carrying out vital search and rescue operations while Hungary’s Parliament passed a series of
laws to criminalise individuals and NGOs that offer help to migrants and refugees. While millions
across Europe have donated their time and stood in solidarity with migrants as part of the Refugees
Welcome movement, volunteers and NGOs in Hungary will now face jail-time for doing the same
humanitarian acts.
Criminalising our solidarity with migrants and refugees contributes to a shrink in civil society space
and creates a hostile atmosphere for citizens and NGOs that practice their right to help those in need.
Sign the ‘We Are a Welcoming Europe’ European Citizens’ Initiative and share on social media!
#HelpIsNoCrime #WelcomingEurope
Hundreds of organisations across Europe have joined We Are a Welcoming Europe – the first European
Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) on migration to reclaim our right to help. The ECI is the EU’s official tool for its
citizens to demand action and legislative changes if 1 million EU citizens sign the petition across seven
EU member states.
#WelcomingEurope calls on member states to implement exemptions for non-profit and humanitarian
assistance, as provided for in the 2002 “Facilitation” directive, and clarify which forms of facilitation
should not be criminalised by member states. This would prevent EU member states from imposing
sanctions on individuals or NGOs that provide humanitarian assistance.
For more information about the campaign please contact Jules Bejot at jbejot@migpolgroup.com
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